
WHY ARE THE TUMUT WETLANDS IMPORTANT?

The Tumut wetlands is an area which is important for its 
environmental, natural and cultural values.

Wetlands are importance because they: 

•	Clean Water - wetlands filter water trapping pollutants 
and recycling nutrients

•	River Health - wetlands are the link between Rivers 
providing a rich exchange for water and aquatic life

•	Habitat - wetlands support a diverse range of animals 
and plants

•	Food chain - wetlands offer a changing supply of 
foods for animals and plants

•	Breeding - wetlands provide important breeding 
habitats for many animals including birds, frogs and 
fish.  Further detail on birds of the wetland can be 
found overleaf.

•	Floods - wetlands slow the movement of water 
helping to mitigate flooding events

•	Cultural values - today and in the past, wetlands 
have been used by human communities for religious, 
spiritual and historic reasons.  Further detail on the 
cultural history of the wetland can be found overleaf.

•	Education - through education we can learn how to 
respect and understand these natural environments 
that are important for nature and for people.

REHABILITATION OF THE TUMUI WETLANDS

Since 1994 volunteers such as Tom Scott and Kevin 
Headly have collated photographic and field records at 
the Tumut wetlands.  

In 2003 Snowy Valleys Council developed the Riverglade 
Wetlands Management Plan and in early 2004 Snowy 
Valleys Council were successful in their Environmental Trust 
grant submission for $98,500 for the Riverglade wetlands 
Rehabilitation project. In 2010 the Riverglade Wetlands 
was renamed the Tumut Wetlands.

To date the rehabilitation project has resulted in:

•	The planting of over 3000 native trees, shrubs and 
understorey plants

•	Over 1km of fencing to prevent stock access to the 
lagoons

•	over 1km of walking tracks

•	Construction of a pedestrian bridge 

•	Removal of invasive willows along the Tumut River

•	Removal of other exotic vegetation

•	Installation of seating 

•	Protection of several modified or scar trees

•	Developed community interest and involvement

•	An educational resource for the community.

SUPPORTERS OF TUMUT WETLANDS

Restoration of the Tumut Wetlands is a community project 
supported by the following organisations:

•	 NSW Government Environmental Trust 

•	 Snowy Valleys Council

•	 Riverina Highlands Landcare Network

•	 Murrumbidgee Catchment Management Authority 
(MCMA)

•	 National Parks & Wildlife Service (NPWS)

•	 Community Working Party 

Photographs courtesy of Louise Halsey and Cherie White

Tumut Wetlands
Snowy Mountains Highway, Tumut NSW  

Phone: 02 6941 2555  (Snowy Valleys Council)

TUMUT WETLANDS

The Tumut wetlands is an area of approximately 
20 ha situated on the edge of the township of 
Tumut in southern NSW.

Comprised of a series of lagoons the Tumut 
wetlands are located at the junction of the 
Snowy Mountains Highway and Gocup Road 
with the boundaries of the Gilmore Creek and 
Tumut Rivers to the north and the east. 

This area was 
dedicated as 
a permanent 
Common 
on the 18th 
November 
1870.  The land 
is owned by 
the Crown with 
Snowy Valleys 
Council as the 
Trustee.

In 1966 the 
wetlands and 
adjoining 
areas were 
proclaimed a 
Wildlife Refuge under the Fauna Protection Act 
(1948).

In recent years the Tumut wetlands has 
undergone an extensive rehabilitation program.  
This program is aimed at not only improving the 
wetlands natural assets but also protecting its 
cultural values and providing opportunities for 
visitors to learn and enjoy the area.  

In 2007 the Tumut Wetlands was awarded the 
Regional Landcare Award. The following year 
in 2008 the Tumut Wetlands was awarded the 
State Landcare Award and later that year was 
nominated for a National Landcare Award.

Tumut
Wetlands

Following an extensive rehabilitation project, 

the Tumut Wetlands is a wonderful place 

to visit to explore the wetland habitats, 

see a variety of birds and learn about the 

cultural history of the local area.  
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