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Jeparit was surveyed in 1883 and Gazetted in 1903. The post 
office opened on 31 August, 1889, and the town was known as 
Lake Hindmarsh until December of that year. Two earlier post 
offices called Lake Hindmarsh had existed in the area at various 
times since 1861 to serve a smaller population of graziers. The 
area around Jeparit had been home to the Gromiluk Aborigines 
prior to European settlement. The name Jeparit is believed to be 
derived from a Gromiluk word meaning “home of small birds”. 
European settlement began in the 1880s when German 
Lutheran immigrants began to settle and grow wheat.
The town is the birthplace of Australia’s legendary Prime 
Minister, Sir Robert Menzies. He was Australia’s longest 
serving Prime Minister, 1939-1941 and 1949-1966, keeping the 
top job for over 18 years. Some regard him as Australia’s 
greatest leader. In honour of Sir Robert Menzies, his 
achievements and political success, Jeparit has erected a spire, a 
town square, and a plaque. 
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